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(54) PRODUCTION OF 4,4-DIHYDROXYDIPHENYL SULFONE 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To obtain a high purity compound useful in the field of chemical industry of fibers, resins, etc., in 
high yield and readily by subjecting phenol and a sulfonating agent or phenolsulfonic acid to dehydration reaction 
in mesitylene. 

CONSTITUTION: Phenol is treated with a sulfonating agent or phenolsulfonic acid using mesitylene (1,3,5- 
trimethylbenzene) as a reaction medium and formed 4,4'-dihydroxydiphenyl sulfone is subjected to dehydration 
reaction at >120°C while suspending to give the objective substance. After the dehydration reaction is over, 
optionally mesitylene is partially distilled away and 2,4'-dihydroxyphenyl sulfone prepared as a by-product can 
be isomerized into 4,4'-dihydroxyphenyl sulfone while maintaining suspension state of 4,4-dihydroxyphenyl 
sulfone. 
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